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ORDINANCE C-16-14 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 524.04 OF THE 
CODIFIED ORDINANCES TITLED FALSE ALARM SERVICE CHARGES 

WHEREAS; Chapter 524 of the Codified Ordinances sets forth requirements for alarm systems; 

WHEREAS; Section 524.04 establishes a service charge for false alarms; and 

WHEREAS; the Code currently provides for the imposition of a service charge for false alarms 
but does not establish a mechanism to collect the charges; and 

WHEREAS; the number of false alarms has increased dramatically and responding to false alarms 
has created an undue burden on the City's Police Division; and 

WHEREAS; in order to further discourage false alarms and thereby reducing the burden on the 
City's Police Division, the City wants to implement a process to collect the service charges via the 
property tax duplicate . 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GROVE CITY, 
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN, AND STATE OF OHIO, THAT: 

• SECTION 1. Section 524.04(a) is hereby amended as follows in part: 

• 

(a) False alarms are declared to be a public nuisance and a danger that are avoidable, and by 
reason of the activity and responses intended to be generated, present a threat to the safety, health and 
welfare of the citizens of the City. The alarm holder shall .lli!Y reimburse the City a service charge for 
all costs incurred by reason of a false alarm, which shall at a minimum be as follows: ... 

SECTION 2. Section 524.04(c), (d) and (e) are hereby added as follows: 

(c) Notice of false alarms. 

(1) Upon information of a false alarm as defined in this chapter, on land within the City, 
the Director of Public Safety and/or his or her designee, shall cause a written notice to be 
served upon the owner, lessee, agent or tenant having charge of such land notifying him or 
her of the false ~larm and service charges that may be due. Service charges are due within 
thirty (30) days of receipt of the notice required herein. 

(2) For residential alarm holders: Such notice shall be served by delivering the same 
personally to such person within the corporate limits of the City, by leaving such notice at 
the residence or by sending the same by certified mail, return receipt requested, addressed 
to the residence or to the address listed in the Franklin County tax records. If the owner or 
other person having charge of such land is a nonresident whose address is known, such 
notice shall be sent to his or her address by certified mail, return receipt requested, or by 
regular postal service if such certified mail has been refused by the addressee. 
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(3) For business alarm holders: Such notice shall be served by delivering the same 
personally to the business within the corporate limits of the City, by leaving such notice at 
the place of business or by sending the same by certified mail, return receipt requested, 
addressed to the business, or by regular postal service if such certified mail has been 
refused by the business. 

(d) Failure to pay service charges. Should such account remain unpaid after the thirtieth day 
after being notified in writing of the service charge by the Director of Public Safety and/or his or 
her designee, such expenses shall be certified by the Director of Finance to the County Auditor 
and placed upon the tax duplicate for collection as a special assessment and thereupon shall be 
collected as other taxes and assessments. Such expenses shall include any administrative costs 
established by the Director of Public Safety plus any fines and/or costs. 

(e) The recovery of service charges by the City pursuant to this section is a remedy in addition 
to any other penalty that may be imposed . 

Passed: 
Effective: 
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os-021-14 

Attest: 

I Certify that this ordinance is correct as to form. 
Stephen J. Smith, Director of Law 


